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Overview

•The IPCC Process

•The Special Report on Renewable Energy and 
Climate Change Mitigation



WHAT IS THE IPCC

•The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change is a scientific intergovernmental body 
belonging to the United Nations

•It is the leading body for the assessment of 
Climate Change



THE ORGANISATION 

• The IPCC is open to all 
member countries of WMO and 
UNEP

• Government delegations of all 
member countries are invited 
to attend the Plenary sessions 
of the Panel during which all 
main decisions are taken.

• The IPCC reports are also 
accepted, adopted and 
approved during the Plenary 
sessions.

Mr Rajendra Pachauri
IPCC Chairman



THE IPCC BUREAU 

•The IPCC Chairperson and the bureau are 
elected by the Plenary
•It is at present composed by 30 members, 
experts on climate representing all regions
•Nominations for the position of the IPCC 
Chair, the IPCC Bureau and any Task Force 
Bureau are to be made by the government, a 
member of the IPCC







•They are selected by the working group bureaus 
form nominations received form governments & 
participating organisations or identified directly 
because of their special expertise reflected in their 
publications & works

•The composition of lead author teams for chapters 
of IPCC reports shall reflect a range of views, 
expertise & geographical representation

•They work on voluntary basis

AUTHORS, CONTRIBUTORS, 
REVIEWERS & OTHER EXPERTS



IPCC PRODUCTS 

•Assessment Reports are the main product, they 
provide a comprehensive picture of the present 
state of understanding of climate change (1990-
1995-2001-2007)
•Special Reports address & assess a specific issue 
(eg. Ozone layer, land use, technology transfer)
•Methodology Reports describe methodologies & 
practices for national greenhouse gas inventories 
and are used by parties to the UNFCCC to prepare 
their national communication.
•Technical Papers focus on a specific topic drawing 
material form other IPCC reports



KEY <RULES. FOR THE IPCC 
WORK:

•COMPREHENSIVE – all the latest relevant 
scientific literature published worldwide is 
assessed.
•BALANCED – differing views are reflected in the 
reports.
•OPEN – wide circulation process among experts 
form all regions and relevant disciplines.
•TRANSPARENT – strict clear procedures & 
observer organisations



THE IPCC OUTREACH MANDATE
The main targeted audience for the dissemination of the 
reports are the decision makers, not the general public

What the IPCC can do

YES
• Facilitate liaison with experts, 

arrange their active involvement in 
outreach activities and interviews 
with the press

• Develop and review 
communication products; facilitate 
search of information in the 
reports

NO
• ‘Translate’ the scientific/technical 

language into a popular one

• Advocate and/or comment on 
government decisions and policies



IPCC Assessment Reports 
(AR)

•4 ARs so far: 1990, 1995, 2001, 
2007
•Each has 3 volumes: 

– WGI: Climate change science
– WGII: Impacts and adaptation
– WGIII: Mitigation
– Each with a Summary for Policy 

makers
•Plus a Synthesis Report to 
summarise
•Various Special Reports



• One of two Special Reports feeding into 
AR5

• Due to be published early 2011
• CM = Co-ordinating Lead Author Chapter 

11 
– Policy, Financing and Implementation

SPECIAL REPORT ON 
RENEWABLE ENERGY & CLIMATE 
CHANGE MITIGATION



CHAPTERS

• 1 RE and CC
• 2 Bioenergy
• 3 Direct Solar Energy
• 4 Geothermal
• 5 Hydropower
• 6 Ocean Energy
• 7 Wind Energy
• 8 Integration of RE into Present and Future energy 

Systems
• 9 RE in Context of Sustainable Development
• 10 mitigation potential and Costs
• 11 Policy Financing and Implementation
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